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Briefe Difcourfe concerning 


thet mame 


HEATHEN 


Commonly given te 
the Indians. 
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As alfo concerning that great 
po of their converfion- 4 


| 
inquire into the name Hea- | 

the», which the Englifh give 
nee them, & the Butch approve 


star and practife in their name 
fignifying: Hea- 


then or Na tibtis: 

How oft havel both the Englith and 

Dutch (nat onély. the civil, but t he moft-ded 
Aa bauche- 
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4 A difcotrfe conce rning 
Or Iobm, or Paul, or any of the firlt Meflen- 
ers of the Lord Iefus; ‘Yea if the Lord | 


Tefus himfelfe were here, (as he ‘will be 
fhortly) and were to make anfwer, whar 
would they,what would he fay roa Curry. 
SsTIAN To 
poms? And otherwife then what He 
would {peak, that is indeed what he hath 
fpoken, and, wili fhorcly fpeake, muft no 


men {peak that names himfelfea Chriftian. 


Herdtous in his Map of his CHRISTIAN 
Wor_p takes in all Afia, Exrope, a vaite 
part of Africa, and agreat parcalfo of 4- 
mevica, tar as the Popes Chréfinings have 
seach ed to. 

This is the CHRISSION WORLD,or 
Chriftendome, in which refpeét men ftand 
upon their tearmes of bsg oppofition between 
the CmRISTIAN and the TyrxKu, (the 
Chriftian fhoce, and the Turkith thors ) be- 


_tweene the CHRISTIANS of this Chri- 
{tian WORLD, and the Javy, and the 


CuristTian andtheHsaruen, that 


is the naked american. 
Bucfince Wsebout is turned to be Within, 
the Worip turned Curnistian,and 


—athewele flocke of [aSvs Cunrisrt hath 


mforvell/oufly. increafed in fuch wonder- 
full 


ig 

| 
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the name Hethen 


full converfions,let me be-bold toaske what 
is Chrift? What are the» Ohriftians? The 
Hebrew the Grecke 
willtellus thac Cariit was and in. the 
ted.of God, whom the Prophets and Kiogs 


and preilts of Liracl in theit aneintings did 


prefigure and: cype out; whence his {ollow- 


ers. are called ¢/srvi chriftidns, that is 4- 
neinted a}fo: So: that indeed to be achriftian 
implyes two things, fitit, to be afollower 
of that: anoineed one in all his Offices; fe- 
eondly, to perrake of his anointings, forthe 
Anginting of the Lord Jefus (likexo thea- 
nointings of AA RON,to whicn none might 
the skirt of his garments. 

To come nearer to this Chriftion world, 
(where. the world bc comes chriftian holy, 
anointed,Gods People &&c,)wanat faich John? 
What faith the Angel ? Yea, Whac faith 


make the like.on pain of death) defcend to. 


lefus Chrift and his Father (from whom the | 


Revelation came Reve/ 1.1.2?) What fay 


they auto the Bealt and.pts Worlhippers 
Revel.13.. 


If chat Dealt be not the Zurke, nerthe 
Roman Empercur (as the. grofe(t interpret- 
but either the generall councels,or the ca- 
tholike church of Rome,or che Popes or 
| A 4 picy 


6 difeonr[e concerning 


| cy(as the moft refined interpret) why then 
all the ‘world, Revel. 13. 4 
ders afcer the Beaft, worthipsthe Beaft,fol-. | 
loweth the Beaff, and boafts of the Beaf, | 
thar there is none like him, and all People, 
Tengues,and Nations,come underthe pow- | 
erefthis Beaf,& no mamrfhallbuy nor fell, | 
@ nor live, who hath not thé: marke of the 
Beaft in his Fore-bead, or in his hand, or the 


numaber of his name. 

If this World or ¢arth then benot intend: 
ed of the whole ‘terreftriall Globe, Exrope, 
i Africaand America,(whichfenceand =| 
experience denyes ) biit of the Roman earth, 


or world, and the People, Languages, aid 
Nations, ofthe Roma» Monarchy, ranster- 
redfrom the Roma» Emperout to the Ro- 
man Popes,and the Popifh Kisgdomes,bran- 
ches of chat Rom AN-Roor, (asall bifto~ 
ry and confent of time make evident.) — 
Then we know by this ‘time’ what the 
Lord Tefns would fay of the Chriftian world 
and of the Chriftian : Indeed what he faith 
Revel. 14. If any man werfhip the Beaf or 
his piftwre,he fhall drinke &c. even the dread 
| fulleft cup char the whole Booke of God e- 

ver held forth tofinners. 
~ Grant this, fay fome of Popifs Countries; 
that 


— 


—_ 


/ 
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‘the name Heathen: 
that notwith{tanding they make up Chrif- 
rendome, ‘or Chriftian world, yet-fubmic 
ting to that B: «ft, they are'the earthor world 
and muft drinke of chat -moft dreadfuall cup s 
But now for thofe mations that have with- 
drawn their necks from that deafly yoke, 

orefting againft him,' ate not Papifts; 
¢ Proteftants, fhail we; may we chinke of 
them, thacthey, or ang of chem miay alfo be 
called ( in‘erue Scripture fence ) “Heathens, 
that is Nations or Gentiles, in oppofition to 
the Peopie-of God; whichis, the onely holy 


Nation, 
Tanfwer,that all Nations now called P ro. 
tefeants, were at: firtt pare of thar whole 
Earth, or main ( ANTIECHRISTIAN) 
Continent, ‘that wondered after,’ worthip- 


the Beaft, &c. This mutt then with 
ol 


y teate-and trembling ( becau it 
cernes the KING pOM® of Go “and 
vation) be attended t6, fach a de+ 
parrure fromthe Beaf,and coming our from 
ANTICHRISTIAN abominations, from 
his markes ina falfe converfiun; and a falfe 
conttitution, or framing of NATIONALE 
Cuvrecnes in MrnisTERTES, 
and miniftrations of BAP TIS mE, Supper 
of the Lord, Admonitions, E xcommunications 
as 
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| 
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S difcourfe concerning 


as amounts ro a true perfect Lland, cut off 
fron thar: Earth which wonderd after and 
worthipped the Beaf?: or whether, not be- 
ing fo cucoft, they not or 
necks ofdand, contiguous and joyned {till 
his _Chriftesdome? If now. the bodies 
of Proteftant ‘Nations remaine in. an wnore- 
Pentant, unregenerate, najurall. eftace, and 
fo confequently farre from hearing the ad- 
monitions of the Lerd Jefus,,Math. 18. I 
fey they mult fadly confider and know (leaft | 
profeflion of the name _ofJ clus prove 
at la{t but an aggravation of condemnation } 
that Caralt Jefus hath. faid, chey. are burt as 
Heathens and Pablcanes , veri...17- How 
nughobtherefore humbly befeech my coun- 
t¥ menso canfidey,what deepe caule they 
have to-fearch thei converfions. trom that 
Beaf andhis Pistere? And whether having 
po more of Chrilt, the 
invented :wayes of worthip,derivedtrom,or 
drawa after Remes pattern) their hearts and 
converfitions will Bot evince.thgm uncon- 
verted and aachrifian Chriftians, and not 
yor knowing wWhatia is to come, by true 
Regeneration. within, ce the {pirizuall 
Jew.from witheus among che Nations, 
Heathens or Gentsles, 
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the name Heathen é. 


deeply ahd-etermally this concerns 
each foule to fearch, intel yea, and much 
more deeply fuch is prefefiz to be Guides; 
Nie and. Builders of the Hovse of 
OD. 
Firft; asthey look and Frans 
of Buildings, or Churches. 
Secondly, as they atrend to Measrs. and 
Infiraments, &c. 
Thirdly, as they would lay fure Founds 
tions; and lafting Groundiells. so) 
Fourthly, as they accouhe the coftand 
charge fuch bnildings will amountunto. - 
Fitthly, fo they may:not forget thé true © 
{pirituali matter and mateaials, of whieh'a 
true Houfe, Cicty, Kingdame, or Natien of 
of God, row. in the’new Teftament are to 
be compofed or gathered. 
INow Secondly, for rhe hopes of Con- 
VERSION) and turning the People of A- 
mevica unto God: There ts no refpectof 
Periens with him, for we areall che warke 
of #18 hands; from the mfing of che Sunne 
tothe going downe thereof, his mame fhall 
be great among the nations fromthe Bait & 
and frem the Welt &c. If. we refpe&:their 
fins, they aré far fhore of Ewropean finmers: 
They neither abufe fuch corporall pair 
or 


| 


A adsfoourfe concerning 
 forshey 
the: Golpeil, light; ‘¢which fhines not a- 
mongit) them) ‘as chetmen off do: 
And yer it they werewireatert finnérs then 
they are, or greater finfers then the Eurv- 
peans, they: are*nor the farther ftom the 
great Ocean of mercy inthatrefpe, > 

LoLaftly, ‘they ‘are intelligent, very 
ingenuous, plaine-heatted , iriqui fictive, and 
{as'bGaid before) prepared with many con- 

boiNew fecondiy; for the Gatholicks ¢on- 


be ‘their falfe (as moft 


tragivis) the body, taith, bapcifme, hope 


(oppofice to the'true, Ephef. 4.) are all talfe 
alfo; yea confeqacarly their “preaching, 
converfions falvations (leaving fecret 
things:to God) mutt all beof rhe fame falfe 
reports (yea. fome'of their owne 


be true, whav-monttrous and 


Mok inhumane converfiors have they 
thide; ‘baptizing theufindss ‘yea ten thou- 
fands‘of:the poore Natives; fometimes by 
wiles and: fable idevices fometimes by 
compelling them to fubmic to 


which 


-Verftonjalchough Ibeligve'l uvdy fafely hope 
that Godhath Rome}in'Spathe,! yer 
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whichth 
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ey:underftood nor, neither before 
nor after fuch their monftraus Chriftning, of 


them. Thirdly, for parts, 


{peakeic uprightlyoand- confidenely, I 
know it to -haverbeen eafie for my felfe,long 
ere this, to have!brought: many ‘thoafands 
of thefe Natives, yeathe whole country, co 
a far greater Ancichriftian ‘converfion: then 
ever was yet heard of I have 
reported fomerhing ih the Chapter of theit 
Refigion, how-réadily I could have brought 


the whole: Country tohaye obferved one 


day in feven; I addero have received a:Bisp- 
(or Wafhing) thought were in Rivers 
(as the! Chriftians, and the-Lord lefus 


himfelfe did Jrothave cometoa fated Church 
iefts and formesiof — 
yer, and awhole formé of Astichrifian 


meeting, maintained 


pra 
worthip in:lifeand dedth. Ler none wone 
derat chis, for'plamfble. per{wationt the 


mouths of thofe whomnaturall men eltéem 


and love:forthé power ‘of prevailing fonees 
and armies hath done this:an all che N4tions 
(as men fpeake) of Chriftendome. Yea what 
lamentable experience 
wings and Turning s of thedody of this Land 


inpoint of Religion in few/yeares? 
» When England was all Popifounder 


have we of the 
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af difconer/e conchruing. 12 
the feventh , eafie. is: converfien 
wrought to halfe halfe- Protettant 
under Hesry the eighth? 

From halfe-Procettanitme halfe-Popery 
undei Henry the eight, to xbfolute ProreQ- 
anifme under Edward the fixth: from abfe- 
lner Proreftation under Edward the fixe 
to abfalute popery under Quegne Afary, 
and from abfolute Popery under 9Qucene 


Mary, (juft like the Wearher-cecke, with 


the breacy of every Prince)to abfolute Pro- 
teftanifme under Queene Elizabeth 
For all this, yer fome may aske, why 
hath there been fuch 2 price in my hand 
not improved? why have I not broughr 
them,to {uch a converfion as I fpeake ef? I 


_anfwer; woe be to me, if I call lighe dark- 


nefle, or darknefle light; {weet bicrer, or 
bitter fweer; woe be to me if I call thae 


~ converfion unto God, which is indeed fub- 


verfion of the foules of Millions in Chriften- 
dowe, from one falfe worfhip to another, 
and the prophanation of the holy name of 
God, his holy Son and blefled Ordinances 
America (a8 Exrepe andall nations) lyes 
dead icfin and ttefpaffes: Ic. is not a fuite of 
crimfon Satren will make a dead man live, 
take offand change his crimfon into white 

he 


| 


the Indians Convert 


he is dead ftill, off with that, and fhifthim 
into cloth of gold,end from that to cloth of 
diamonds, he is but 2 dead man fill: For it 
is not a forme, nor the change of one forme 
into another, a finer, dnd afiner, and yee 
more fine, that makes aman aconvert I 
meane fuch a convert as is acceptable to 
God in Jefus Chrift, secording to the vifi- 
ble Rule of his Jaf will and Teftamentr. I 


 fpeake not of Hypocrites, (which may bur 
glifter, and be no folid gold as Simon Ma~ 


gus, Judes &c.) Bue of a true external 
conaerfion; I fay then, woe be to me if in- 
tending to catch men (asthe Lord Jefus 
faid to Peter) Ifhould pretend converfion) 
ard the bringing of men as mifticall fifh, 


into s Charch-eftate, that is 2 converted e- 


ftate,and fo build them up with Ordixances 
as a converted Chriftian People, and yer af- 
terward ftill prerend tovcatch them by an 
after converfion. I queftion not but thar it 
hath pleafed Ged in his infinit pitty and pa- 
tience, to fuffer this amengus, yea and ro 
codvert thowfands, whom all men, yea and 
the perfons (in their perfonal] eftates con- 
verted )have efteemed themfelves good con- 


verts before. 
But I queftion Whether this hath been fo 


fqnent 


A ds{courfe-concerning 


frequent in thefe late yeares, when the times 
of ignorance (which God pleafeth to paffe 
by ) are over, and mow a greater light con- 
cerning the Church, Miniftery, and cen- 
verfion, is arifep. L-queftion whether if fuch 
rare talents, which God hath berrufted ma- 
ny of his precious Worchies with, were laid 
out.(.as they fhall,be in the Lords moft holy 
feafon) according to the firft pattern ; I fay, 
I queftion whether or no, where there hath 
been one (in his perfonall eftare converted) 
there have not been, and I hope.in the 


‘ Lords time fhall be, thoufands truly con- 


verted from Antichriftias Idols (both in per- 

fe and Wor/bip ) toferve the living and true 
od. : 

And laftly, it is out of queftion to me,that 

I may not pretend a fad/e converfion, and 


falfe flate of wor to the true Lord Iefaus. 


Ifany noble Berean fhall make inquiry 
what is that true converfion I intend ; I an- 
{wer firft negatively. 

Firft, it is mot a converfion of a People 
from one falfe worfhip to another, as Ne- 
buchadnexzer compeld all Nations under 
his Monarchy. | 

Secondly, it is not toa mixture of the 
manner or worthip of the cruc God, the 
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B hike 


the Indians converfon 15 
God of Ifrael, with falfe gods & their wor- 
fhips, as the Pecple were converted by rhe 
King of 2, Kew. 17. in which 
worfhip for many Generations did thefe Sa- 
maritams continue, having a forme of many 
wh: liome trutng amongft them, concerne 
ing God, and the Afefftah, Toh. 4 

Third!y, it 1s not from the true roa falfe, 
as }EREBOAM ‘turned the cen Tribesto 
their rutue ana difperfion unco this day, 1. 


‘Kin. 


- Fourthly, ic muft net be a converfion to 


femeexternall fubmiffion to Gods Ordi- 


nances upon earthly refpeéts, as lacoss 


* fors converted the Sichemstes, Gen. 3 4- 


Fiftly ic muftnor be, ( ir is not poffible 
it fhould be in truth) a converfion of People 
to the worfhip of the Lord Iefus, by force 
of Armes and {words of fteele : So indeed 
did Nebuchadnezzer deale with all the 
world,Dau,3. fo doth his Antitype and /uc-. 


ceffor the Beaf deal with all the earth, Rev. 


13. &c. | 

But fo did never the Lord Iefus bring a- 
ny unto his moft pure worfhip, for he ab- 
horres (as all men, yea the very Indians dec) 
an unwilling Spoufe,and to enter into a for- 
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like a free Vote, mec covit, nec copitur 
svs CuristT compris by the mighry 

criwafions of his M ficngers co come in, 
ocherwife with earthly weapons he ne- 
yerdid compell norcan be compelled. 

The not difcerning of chis truch hath let 
out the bleud of thoufands in civill com. 
butions im ali’ ages; and made the whore 
drunke, & che Earch drunk with the bloud 
of the Sain:s, and witnefies of Tcfus. 

And it is yet like to be the deftru@ion & 
and diff lution of ( that which is called) rhe 
Chriftian world, unlcfl: the God of perce 
and picy lo. ke downe upon it, and facisfy 
the toules men, that he hath not fo re 
red. 1 thould bé far yet trem unfecuring the 
peace ofa Ci-y, of a Land, ( which I confeffe 
ought to be maincained by civill weapons, & 
which Ihave fo much caufe ro be earneft 
with God for ;) Nor wou'd I leave a.gap o- 
pen to any mutinons hand or congue, nor 
with 3 weapon left in the hand o! any known 
to be mutinous and perce- breakers. 

I know (laftly ) the confciences of many 
are otherwile perfwaded, both from Ifraels 
itare of old, and.other Allegations ; yet I 
fhall be humbly bold to fay,I am able to pre- 


fent fach confiderations to the eyes of all 
* who 
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who love the Price of trurh and Peace, thar 
fhail ditcover che weskenefl: of ali fucn ale 
lega sons, aud anfwer all objections, that 
have been, or can be made in this point, So 
fhuch negarive vy. 

Secondly, atirmarively : I anfwer inge- 
meral, A crue Converiton of Ad 
mericans, OT Europeans ) muft be fuct as 
thofe Convertions were of the pattern, 
enher of che or the Heathens [hat 
Ruleis the golden Afeceewand in the hand of 
the Argell or M flenger, fide 
wiich al! other are leaden and crooked 

In particular: Firft, it muftb- by che free 

roclaiming or preaching of R penance & 
ot fins, Zak.24.by tuch M-ffen- 
ascan prove their lawfull fending and 
Comm: from the Lord Iefus, to make 
D.fcipies our ot ail nations: and fo to bip- 
tize or chem 73 oua’ into the or 
profeffiom ot the ‘oly Trimitry, Mat, 38. 19 


Secondly, fach s converfion (fo farre as 
mans Judgement can reach which js fallible, 
(as wast judgement of the firft Meflen- 
Gers, in Sim» &c. ) as is curn- 
ing of the whole man from the p»wer ef Sa- 
thax unto God,aét.36. Such a change,as if an 
old man become a new Babe B2 Ioh. 
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3. yea, 28 amounts to Gods new creati2 
on in.che foule, Ephe/. 2. 10. 


_ Thirdly, Vifibly it is a curring frccen Idols 
not only of conver{ation but of We fh:p.( vhe- 


ther Pega, Turkifh, Jewith, or Antr- 


cuRnistiam jtothe cruc God 
in the waies of his holy worfhip, appoinced 
by his Son, 1, The/. 1. 9. 

know Obje@ions to be made againgt 
this, bur the g) den at well attended ro, 
will difeover all crooked / werving! and abe 
errations, 


If any now fay unto me, why then if 


this be Comverfim, and you have fuch a Key 
ot and fuch adore of opportuntry, 
in the) at wledge.of the Country and the 
inhabicants,why proceed you not to produce 
in Amerita {ome patcernes of fuch converfi- 
ons as you {peake of? 

- Lanfwer, firft, ic muft be a great deale of 
praGife,and mighty paines and hardfhip un- 
dergone by my felfe, or any.that would pro- 
ceed to fuch a furcher. degree of rhe Lan- 
guage,as tv be able.in propriety of ipeech to 
open matcers of falvation co them. 

. In matters of,Earth men will helpe to 
fpelhout each other, but in matters of Hea-" 
ven(to which the is naturally fo averfe) 
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the Indians Conver fox 19 
i? | ow far are the Eares of men hedged up 

trom liftening to an improper Language? .. 
ls Secondly . my defires and endeavours are 
e« conftant (by the helpe ot God ) to attainea - 
propriery of Language. 
Thirdly, I cont: fle co the honour of my 
worthy Counirrymen ia the Bay of 
ft 
05 


chajer, and elfewhere, that I received nor 
long fince expreifions of their holy defires 
and proffzrs of affi‘tauce in che worke, by 
the hand of my worrhy friend Colonell 
Humphreys, during his abode there. 
if —Yerfourthly, 1 anfwer, if aman were as 
eg aff. Qionate and zealousas Davidco build an 
¥9 4 houfetor God, and as wife and holy to ad- 
he vife and incourave as Nathan, attempt this 
ce worke withou. a Word, a Warrant and Coms 
miffion, for matter, and manner, {fom Gon. 
himielfe,chey muft afterwards. heare a voice 
of (thoygh accepting good defires, yet repro- 
ving want of Commiffion) Did ever (peak 
a Word the Lord? &C. 3. Same]. 7+ 
n- The truch is, having not been without 
to | (chrough che mercy of God ) abundant and 
| conftant thoughts about a true Commifiion 
to | forfuch an Embeffie and Miniftery. 1 muft 
ingenuoufly confeffe the re@icfle unfarisfied- 
nefle of my foule in divers main particalars: 


= vile « 
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29 A difcourfe concerning 
As firft, whether ( fince the Za¥ 
o forth trom Zion, and the word of the 
dfrom J/erufalem) I fay whetlr Gods 


great bufinefl- berween Chrift Iefus che ho- 
ly Son of God and Antichri‘t the man of fia 


‘and Sonne of perdition, muft noc be firft o- 


‘wer, and Zion and Jerw/alem be re-baile and 
re-eftablifhed, before the Lew and word of 
life be fent forth to the reft of the Nations of 
the World, who have nor heard of Chrift: 
The Prophets are deep concerning rhis. 
Secondly, fince there can be no preach- | 
ing (according to thelaft Will and Tefta- 
ment of khrift Tefus) without a tru. fending 
Rom. 14.15 Wherethe power and su- 
thority of fenaing and giving rnar Comm: ffi- 
on Math, 28. where that power 
now lyes ? 
Icis here unftafonsble to number up all 
that lay claime to this Power, with their 
grounds for their pretences, cither thofe of 
the Romifh fort, or thofe of the Reforming or 
Re-buildixg fort, and the mighty contro- 
verfies which are thisaay in all parts about 
it: indne place ( haply ) | may prefent fuch 
fad Oxcries to Confideration, that may occa- 
fion fome tocry Wich Danie ( concer- 
IERVSALEMS defolation Dax. 9.) 
| the 
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the whole Heaven bath not been done, as hath 
been done to}LERVSALEM and with 
REMY in the taine reipect,Lam.2. 12, Have 
ne re/pect all you that paffe by, bebold and 
fee if there were ever [orrew like to my [orrom, 
“Wherewith the Lord bath a fi:tled me in the 
day of his fierce wrath, f 
That may make us afhamed for all chat 


» | Wee have done, Ezek, 43. and loach our 

felves, forcthat ( in whorifh worfhips } wee 

have broken him with our whorih hearts 

Ezrkg. To fall dead ac the feet of svs; 

_ | Rev. 1. aslonn did, and to weepe much as 

‘ hee Rev. 5. that fo the Lams may pleafe to 

open untous that WONDERFVLL Book 

_ | and the feven SEALED MYSTERIES, 

thereof, 

Your unworthy Country-man 

Rocsr WILLIAMS. 

)=- 

it 
*h > 
FINIS., 

be 


| 


